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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, April 1, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

     Trustee Isidoro Albanese 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

  

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.   She asked everyone to please remain standing to take an opportunity 

for all of us to be grateful and thankful for all of those who volunteer and so graciously 

serve our community.  We have so many people in the room tonight who do that and others 

who are not here, who might be watching at home, who are simply out there on watch for 

us, making sure that our community is safe for everyone.  We are eternally grateful, thank 

you.  

Recognition of 60 year members of Mutual Fire Co. 

 Mayor Picinich started by saying that there was something very special on tonight’s 

agenda.  Mount Kisco has four (4) volunteer fire companies and three (3) houses, one of 

them being the Mutual Engine and Hose Company, who are here with us tonight and have 

been serving the community since 1878.  We have the honor this evening to highlight folks 

who have given tremendous service to our community; John Lieto Sr., Ralph Ingegneri Jr., 

Fred Lena, John Molinaro, Francis Bradley, and John Bondi.  Mayor Picinich offered a little 

perspective, the year was 1951, Harry Truman was president; I Love Lucy first aired in 

color; J.D. Salinger’s Catcher in the Rye was first published; Joe DiMaggio had a 56-game 

hitting streak and didn’t strike out the whole season; the average cost of a new house was 

$9,000 and in this year Mr. John Lieto Sr. joined the Mutual Engine and Hose Company, 68 

years ago.  That is truly tremendous service to our community.  Not too long after, Mr. 

Ralph Ingegneri Jr. joined, 62 years of service.  Mr. Fred Lena, 61 years of service.  Mr. 

John Molinaro, 61 years of service.  Mr. Francis Bradley, 60 years of service.  Mr. John 

Bondi, 60 years of service.  So times have changed since 1951, but what has not changed is 

our appreciation for all our volunteer fire fighters who have done so much for our 

community.  Again, to provide some perspective, about 700 calls a year are answered by 

this department.  There are only 365 days in a year, so think about the middle of the night, 

leaving early in the morning, leaving their jobs and their beds in order to come out and 

make sure that all of us are safe and protected.  Whether it is a real fire or a false alarm, 

they are there.  Through all these years, these men have provided this protection and this 

service to our community and we can’t say thank you enough.  

 

Public Hearing to discuss modifications to special use permit for communication 
tower located on Mountain Ave 
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Mayor Picinich stated that there was a scheduled public hearing to discuss 

modifications to a special use permit for a communication tower located on Mountain 

Avenue.  Some may remember, a few board meetings ago, this board approved a new lease 

agreement with Crown Castle for their cell tower located on Mountain Avenue and they are 

seeking to elevate that site.  We had a challenge that we were facing in that the 

Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) was proposing to put a 180-foot monopole on their 

property right by Tesla along the railroad tracks.  The MTA operates much like the State of 

New York, they are not bound by our rules and regulations.  We felt that putting a 180-foot 

monopole in the middle of our town would severely detract from our community so we 

offered a variety of options and locations and our Village Manager was able to work closely 

with different constituencies and came to a compromise that the existing tower could meet 

their needs if it was elevated.  The tower itself could not be simply added onto, the 

structure needs to be replaced in order to get the height that is necessary.  As a result, we 

need to go through the appropriate processes to enable that to happen.  First, we will have 

a presentation in reference to the tower itself.  

David Kenny of Snyder & Snyder, representing Crown Castle, and Captain John 

Vallarelli from the MTA Police Department were present.  Mr. Kenny began by saying that 

this communication upgrade is extremely important for their emergency services.  Mayor 

Picinich chimed in to say that with the elevation of this tower, we get to meet the needs of 

the MTA along with the opportunity to collocate other service providers in this one location 

as well as provide some more effective communications for our first responders and 

emergency services.  This is a solution that meets a variety of needs and it really is a win-

win for all involved.  

Mr. Kenny began by stating that currently there is an 86-foot tower on the site at 

Mountain Avenue and currently supports equipment for T-Mobile and AT&T.  That facility 

was approved in 1993 so it is an older facility where the tree lines were shorter at the time 

and was more visible in the past when it was approved.  The MTA has a need for an 

emergency communications facility in Mount Kisco.  They had originally pursued their own 

property, but that was not the preferred area in the Village.  The Village has worked with 

Crown Castle for this application to put it in an area that is an existing facility.  The existing 

86-foot tower would be removed and replaced with a 114-foot tower that does go to a 

height of 129 feet at the top of the lightening rod, the steel of the tower will be at a height 

of 114 feet.  Not only will this provide emergency communications for the MTA, but it will 

also provide space for the four (4) major cellular providers being T-Mobile, AT&T, Verizon, 

and Sprint.  This will reduce the need for a future carrier to build its own monopole in the 

Village.  We are taking an area in the Village that already has an existing monopole and 

impact and just expanding it to be able to accommodate MTA’s request.  

Mr. Kenny continued to say that the existing facility is minimally visual, but it is 

above the tree line currently.  Most of the residents should be used to seeing this facility as 

it is on their daily commutes.  The facility will be slightly more visible with the additional 

height, but he doesn’t believe that it will be any more noticeable then it already is.  The 

main part of the application is the emergency communications part of it for the MTA.  

Captain John Vallarelli began by thanking the Board for allowing him to speak on 

behalf of the MTA Police.  He continued to say that the MTA Police have worked for more 

than ten (10) years to build a replacement system to their current single channel system.  
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As part of the design of the system, we were tasked to take a look at 3rd party sites in the 

area that would be able to accommodate the need within the time frame needed.  We found 

that the Mount Kisco area had been identified as critical in terms of coverage and we started 

to put in applications for our monopole, at which point the Village came in and offered this 

location as a collocation site that would meet our need.  We are building a system of sixty-

five (65) sites within the MTA service area and as part of our charge, we are offering use of 

our system to counties and municipalities so that we can all share services and limit costs 

on both ends.  This site is critical and one thing it brought to MTA’s attention was the ability 

to reduce costs with this one site in place.  The timeline is also critical in this project.  The 

MTA needs to do dry tests of the system starting June 1st.  There is a very small window of 

opportunity that we have to get all these sites up and running and they all have to be online 

by September at the latest.   

Deputy Mayor Farber asked which other areas of Westchester the MTA is looking at 

for these sites.  Captain Vallarelli responded that the MTA has a tower in Peekskill, on their 

right-of-way, that covers a low area of Peekskill and we are in negotiations with the City of 

Rye to find an alternative location.  Every other location the MTA has is a 3rd party managed 

site.  The MTA did look at a site in Chappaqua, however, the owner of the site passed away 

and we had to abandon that location just as this location in Mount Kisco presented itself.   

Trustee Schleimer added that Captain Vallarelli had mentioned two (2) sites that 

were in consideration for this project.  Captain Vallarelli replied that the Chappaqua location 

was one that MTA was in negotiations with Crown Castle and the other was the site on 

MTA’s property by Tesla here in Mount Kisco. 

Trustee Albanese stated that there was another proposal for a tower on the southern 

end of town that had recently been presented to the Board by another applicant, this tower 

is going up to a height of 114 feet and asked if this would cover that area in terms of 

service.  Captain Vallarelli replied that this site is at its proposed elevation due to the 

adjacent Village water tower.  The pole has to go above the water tower for the coverage to 

work.  The water tower will be a blind spot so we have to get above that to avoid any gaps 

in coverage.  Mr. Kenny also added that the other proposed tower on the other side of the 

Village and this tower would have no effect on each other, although this tower would be 

able to accommodate Verizon.  Any other coverage information on the other tower is not 

included in any of the research for this request.   

Trustee Schleimer went on to say that the original proposal, as she understood it, 

was to increase the height to accommodate the MTA.  From the diagram and prior 

discussions with the Planning Board, that we have a substantial raise to add Verizon and 

Sprint.  She wanted to know if this was doable without putting additional carriers on the 

site. 

Mr. Kenny replied that it would be difficult as the carriers have rights under federal 

law to collocate if there is a tower that has space. The benefit of that is that it generates 

additional income for the Village and would eliminate them from having to build their own 

site.  This site is existing and has existing impact.  

Mr. Singleton stated that we have been in negotiations with the MTA for quite some 

time and it does provide for additional benefits for the Village every time there is 

collocation.  He also stated that the revenue that the Village receives currently is 
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significantly more than other areas.  Mr. Singleton also mentioned that our code does 

encourage collocation to eliminate the need to build these towers all over town. 

Mr. Brancati stated that in the renegotiated lease with Crown Castle, to 

accommodate Verizon, there was a small amount of additional land leased which will add to 

the revenue for the ground site as well as the tower.  The carriers would also generate 

revenue on the tower itself for the Village.  

Trustee Schleimer was concerned with the impact and the height of the lightening 

rod at the top.  She felt it would be noticeable around town.  Mr. Kenny replied that the 

lightening rod was thin and would be barely noticeable past 250 feet from the base of the 

tower.  

Deputy Mayor Farber wanted to know if the residents on Mountain Avenue were 

notified about the height of the tower.  Mr. Kenny replied that he believes they only 

received notices on the public hearings for this Board as well as the Planning Board.  

Trustee Schleimer stated that she was also concerned about two (2) additional 

things.  It seems from the drawing that we are not going up on the same tower, which has 

been established, she has concerns on where the tower will be placed in terms of the 

current tower.  Mr. Kenny stated that the rebuild of the tower is a structural requirement, 

the necessary height could not just be added to the current tower.  The new tower also 

ensures that it is safe and will support the load.  The new pole would be placed about 

twenty (20) feet from the existing pole.  The ground level compound will have a few 

structures for the carrier’s equipment.  

Trustee Schleimer asked if the structures would be similar in size.  Mr. Kenny replied 

that the structures may change for the carriers, but they would all be about the same size 

and very similar to what exists there right now.  

Trustee Grunthal asked if there were any pictures taken from Mountain Avenue or 

any simulations done from that vantage point.  Mr. Kenny replied that it was too close to 

the facility and there is no public view on Mountain Avenue.  There were pictures taken from 

the neighborhoods to the East and West (Emory and Willets).  Most residents in the area are 

more than 1,000 feet away.  

Trustee Schleimer wanted to know what the plan was to restore the current property 

where the structure exists now once the new site is active.  Mr. Kenny replied that it is 

within the existing leasing grounds so it would be graded and graveled for the equipment 

area for the other carriers in the fenced in facility.  

Trustee Albanese wanted to know if there would be any disturbance to the trees for 

this expansion.  Mr. Kenny replied that there would be a minimal amount of trees that 

would be disturbed in the new lease area.  The existing access road will remain the same 

which is also used to get to the water tower as well as the cell tower site.  

Trustee Albanese wanted to know if there was a plan to disguise the tower as a tree 

or something similar.  Mr. Kenny replied that adding the disguise would add more mass to 

the tower which would make it more visible as opposed to hidden.  He continued to say that 

at this elevation the steel can fade into the background, but that they could consider 

painting the tower itself as an option.  
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Trustee Schleimer wanted to point out that the array on the new proposed pole is 

substantially higher on the pole and is considerably larger than what is on the existing pole; 

in terms of visibility it may be different and is of concern to her.  

Mayor Picinich pointed out that Crown Castle has provided visual renderings so we 

can see the impact.   

   

 

Trustee Schleimer brought up a concern regarding the various heights the equipment 

would be placed on the tower itself.  Mr. Brancati replied that the carriers need at least ten 

(10) feet in between each set of equipment to avoid any interference within service 

coverage.  The tower is leaving adequate room for carriers in the future to join without 

additional construction.  

Mayor Picinich stated that her concern was to be able to find a way to reduce the 

visual impact understanding that now we are going to have two (2) more cells above 

elevation of the existing tower and to identify a way to minimize the visual impact.  If a 

monopine would draw more attention, then that is not the right solution.  Painting it the 

color of the sky to fade back, that might be better, but we need to do all that we can to 
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reduce the visual impact understanding that the equipment is going to be twenty (20) feet 

higher and the whip is less concerning as it is thin and less visible.   

Trustee Schleimer wanted to know what the difference in diameter is between the 

existing pole and the proposed pole.  The engineer for Crown Castle replied that the base of 

the existing tower is about twenty-five (25) inches in diameter and the proposed tower 

would double that to around fifty (50) inches to support the additional weight and 

movement of the tower.  It will taper off as it gets higher and at the top it will be closer to 

twenty-eight (28) inches in diameter.  He also mentioned that they could propose to T-

Mobile a smaller mount for their equipment.  

Trustee Schleimer also asked if there were any plans to do a balloon test for the new 

proposed site.  Mr. Kenny replied that balloon tests are typically done for new sites and 

there is nothing existing to reference.  They did not perform a balloon test as there is an 

existing tower and impact so we were able to do visual renderings with the photos.  

Trustee Grunthal wanted to know if there would be a red light at the top of the tower 

for aircrafts.  Mr. Kenny replied that there is not a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 

lighting determination at this time.  That is usually requested at 200 feet so the belief is 

that this tower will not need that light, but they will submit an application to the FAA. 

Mayor Picinich invited the public to make comment.  

John Rhodes, Chair of the Conservation Advisory Council (CAC), stated that he is 

speaking here tonight on his own behalf.  The CAC did not have details for their last 

meeting, but the way the proposal was initially brought up, the proposal was for MTA and 

first responders exclusively.  While there would be an environmental impact we felt the plan 

would be acceptable to accommodate the MTA and our first responders.  This plan is 

considerably different and is confused as to why the plan has changed considering everyone 

was on board with the original proposal with some minor reservations.  He believes that the 

collocation was mentioned in comments, but was not part of the original plan.  The visual 

impact of the original proposal was considerably less than what is being proposed now.  

Mayor Picinich stated that she doesn’t believe that the application has changed since 

it was initially put out there.  The proposal was stated for this height with collocation in the 

original request. 

Mr. Rhodes replied that he might be mistaken, but he believed that this version and 

specific collocation was that this would just be for the MTA and first responders without the 

cell tower array.  He wanted to know if it was really necessary; this conversation is taking 

place simply due to the fact that the MTA is putting in the request and it would add space 

for the first responders, but believes there should be a separate conversation about other 

carriers being allowed onto the tower.  He understands that it would generate income for 

the Village, but since we are dealing with viewscapes, we need to be cognizant of where we 

are adding these towers.  If there was just the addition for the MTA, the visual impact would 

be negligible, but to add the other carriers substantially increases the impact.  In his 

opinion, it would be a quicker, easier project if this was just for the MTA.  If we do go ahead 

with this, he would ask that the area around the cell tower and water tower be respected 

while under construction to not disturb the natural environment and species that calls those 

woods home.  He asked that the request be brought back to the original request. 
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Mayor Picinich stated again that the proposal has not changed from the original 

proposal and that his perception or understanding may be different, but this request is the 

original request.  

Mr. Brancati stated that Verizon was part of the negotiations in the new lease with 

Crown Castle for this site. AT&T and T-Mobile are currently on the existing tower and as part 

of the new negotiations, they advised us that Verizon would also like to collocate on the 

tower which is the reason for the additional ground space to help accommodate Verizon.  At 

the same time we knew that the MTA was also going to need space on that tower as well.  

With the structural concerns of the two (2) additions, Crown Castle made the business 

decision, given the age of the tower, to take down the existing tower to build the new tower 

and make is structurally sound for all the additional weight and height.  He reiterated that 

we do encourage collocation on the towers to eliminate the need for additional towers 

throughout town.  

Trustee Grunthal requested that Mr. Rhodes articulate his concerns to the Planning 

Board as well during their public hearings in regards to ground disturbance and wildlife.  

Mr. Kenny stated that he was able to confirm with a colleague that an application to 

the FAA was submitted and that this tower is not mandated to have lights at the top.  In 

addition, he added that the MTA had originally requested to put up a 180-foot pole on their 

property so this is much lower than originally planned.  He continued to say that although 

the tower is going to be higher, he doesn’t think that it will be any more noticeable than it is 

today.  It would be a benefit for the public as most calls come from cell phones these days 

and this tower would have all four (4) major carriers in addition to the MTA’s equipment and 

meet the needs of first responders. 

Trustee Schleimer wanted to reiterate that not only is this tower substantially taller, 

again, the diameter at the top is twice as wide, if not more, than the existing tower.  So in 

regards to the cellular array itself, the diameter of the tower, and the elevations, clearly 

there is more bulk at the top than the existing.  Mr. Kenny replied that it wouldn’t be a 

substantial change due to the location of the tower even with the change in diameter.  The 

closest view point of this facility is more than 1,000 feet away.  

Trustee Grunthal wanted to know if he knew the distance between the tower and 

Washburn Road.  Mr. Kenny replied 688 feet to the beginning of the residences on the back 

of the property line on Washburn Road.   

Trustee Schleimer wanted to know when construction would take place and how long 

that process would last.  Captain Vallarelli replied that from the time of completion of the 

tower they would need a minimal of six (6) weeks to put their equipment on the tower and 

the ground structure to complete the dry testing on the network.  They would need that 

process to be completed by mid-September at the latest.  Mr. Kenny replied after the 

approval, the installation of the tower would be 30-35 days once the material is delivered to 

the site.  

Mr. Singleton stated that the application has been before the Planning Board on 

more than one occasion.  The Planning Board has indicated its intent on becoming the lead 

agency on this application.  This Board does not traditionally assume that position, but this 

is a unique occurrence for Mount Kisco.  This is the one special use permit that this Board 
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issues where the Planning Board retains site plan jurisdiction.  So there will be an approval 

by the Planning Board and review by the Planning Board.  He suggested to keep this public 

hearing open until the Planning Board is finished conducting their public hearings and to 

have them come back to this Board with a report.  It was also requested to the applicant 

and MTA, when responding to concerns from either Board to keep the other Board in those 

communications so that everyone has the same information.  

Mayor Picinich wanted to point out to the public that collocation is actually a good 

thing. It prevents the need for additional towers.  She understands raising the tower an 

additional twenty-eight (28) feet, but figuring out if we can get smaller cell units and/or 

color on the pole to mask it would be great.  Collocation is beneficial for many reasons 

including another tower not having to be built because there is no room for them on this 

tower.  There is also a financial benefit for taxpayers as well. The lease on the current 

location was up and was renegotiated to add other potential carriers and accommodate the 

MTA.  In her opinion this is a solution that meets a broad group of needs.  We need to figure 

out how to reduce the visual impact and make sure that we are not negatively impacting 

the natural environment for the extra 300 square feet on the ground.  

 

Auditor’s Report Fiscal Year 2017-2018 

Carl Widmer of Drescher & Malecki LLP presented the following report.  He began by saying 

they’re responsible for providing an opinion on the financial statements both the balance sheet and 

activity for the 12 months of expenditure.   They plan, assess risk, and perform an audit so they can 

provide reasonable assurance that the numbers that were provided by management can be relied upon.  
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Trustee Grunthal asked the auditors under Governmental Accounting Standards 

Board (GASB) Statement #75 what would be the different actuary requirements.  Mr. 

Widmer replied that previously the Village reports liability for benefits they provide post-

employment; so there is some health insurance benefits that the Village will pick up for 

former employees. They are required by GASB 45 to obtain an actuary report and take a 

look at what the value of those benefits be based on who the population are, how many 

participants do you have, what type of coverage are they allowed to receive, and then they 

look at vitality tables, take their best guess at how long these people will live, and how long 

you will pay these benefits out.  Under GASB 45 you were allowed to bring a portion of this 

liability onto the books.  GASB 75 now comes out and says that the total number needs to 

be placed on the books now.  It will show a deficit in net position.  

 
 

1) Communications:   

a. Letter from Eugene Kornhaber 
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b. Chili and Salsa Cook off Withdrawal 

 

 

 

Dear Mayor Picinich, Trustee Albanese, Trustee Farber, Trustee Grunthal, Trustee Schleimer, Village Manager 

Brancati, Assistant Village Manager Famulare, Superintendent Luppino, Lizette Hernandez; 

 

Thank you very much for your unanimous approval for the Mount Kisco Chamber of Commerce to hold a Chili & 

Salsa Cook Off. Unfortunately, the Board of Health has severely tightened their rules for community events such 

as this event. Due to the restrictive and prohibitive regulations they have informed us we must adhere to, we are 

withdrawing our request. 

We truly appreciate your continued support of the Chamber and look forward to working together in the 

near future. 

 

Sincerely, 

Beth Vetare-Civitello and Loretta Brooks 

 

c. Rotary Club Unveiling of Wall of Honor – Saturday, April 13, 2019 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Albanese 

to approve the Rotary Club’s request to hold the unveiling of the Wall on Honor on 

Saturday, April 13, 2019 at 10:30 a.m.; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

d. Request for “Community Candlelight Walk” – Saturday, April 27, 2019 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by _______ to table this 

request to get additional information from The Fountain of Eternal Life Church in regards to 

whether or not they are requesting to close off the streets for the procession and if they can 
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obtain a certificate of insurance naming the Village/Town of Mount Kisco as additional 

insured; all in favor: 

 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

e. FLHS Class of 2020 Car Wash Fundraiser- Saturday, May 4, 2019 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

approve the FLHS Class of 2020 to hold a Car Wash on Saturday, May 4, 2019 from 11:00 

a.m. - 3:00 p.m. contingent on approval from the Fire Commissioner and receipt of a 

certificate of insurance naming the Village as an additional insured, all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports:  

a. County Tax payment reminder 

2019 County Taxes are due by Tuesday, April 30, 2019 without penalty. You may 

pay your taxes in person during office hours 8:30 am-4:30 pm Monday-Friday. If you have 

questions please feel free to call the Tax Receiver, Joann Cerretani at 914-864-0034. For 

additional information concerning tax bills and payment schedule, please visit the Village’s 

Website at www.mountkiscony.gov and go to the Receiver of Taxes Department and click on 

Tax Due Dates. 

 

b. Personnel Action 

Mr. Brancati stated that the employment of employee #8224 with the Village was 

terminated in accordance with New York State Civil Service Law Section 71.  

 

c. Library Closure Announcement 

The Mount Kisco Public Library will be closed Wednesday, April 10, 2019 through 

Friday, April 12, 2019 for construction renovations. It will reopen Saturday, April 13, 2019. 

 

http://www.mountkiscony.gov/
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d. Budget Presentation
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e. Parking Changes 

  As of today, all parking in all municipal lots are free on Saturday and Sunday. There 

is no longer free parking on Thursday.  There is no longer two (2) hour limits in any of the 

municipal lots, there is now only four (4) hour and twelve (12) hour limits in all of the 

municipal parking lots.  

 

 

 

 

5) Board Reports:  

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that the Conservation Advisory Council (CAC) met 

and wanted the Board to know about events relating to our natural resources and 

environment.  Our annual Photography Exhibition starts on Thursday, April 4, 2019 at 5:30 

p.m. with a reception in the library.  The exhibition will be ongoing for some weeks after the 

opening reception.  There will be a Healthy Tree Workshop on Thursday, April 25, 2019 

between 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at the Library presented by Trevor Hall of Barlett Trees who 

also did our tree inventory.  Arbor Day is Saturday, April 27, 2019 and we will have a tree 

planting by the Tea House in Leonard Park starting at 9:00 a.m.  There is a Nature and 

Health Workshop on Sunday, April 28, 2019 at 9:30 a.m.  Earth Day is on Saturday, May 4, 

2019 and we will have a hike going up Kisco Mountain starting at 9:00 a.m. on Mountain 

Avenue as well as a celebration at the Library at 1:00 p.m. entitled “Survival of the Monarch 

Butterfly and other Pollinators.” 

  

Trustee Albanese stated that it was a great weekend with a glimpse of spring on 

Saturday with almost 70 degree weather.  He took a short walk and spoke with shop 

owners.  He saw a lot of bike riders around town and noticed that we don’t have any bike 

racks for these riders around town.  He wants to find some money in the budget to put 

these racks up around town.  He also mentioned that there are five (5) new areas in the 

Adopt-an-Area program.  The Adopt-a-Bench program is going on the website and Facebook 

page next week.  We are looking to get some new benches to be put around town.  Please 

check it out.  

 

Deputy Mayor Farber started by saying that there are so many activities this week. 

Tuesday, April 2, 2019 starts a series “Listening to Jazz” with composer and Mount Kisco 
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Art’s Council musical consultant Daniel Blake from 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at Mimi’s Coffee 

Shop.  Come listen and learn about the background of Jazz.  Wednesday, April 3, 2019 is 

the Annual Meeting of the Mount Kisco Historical Society with a special presentation from 

Andre Ferrara discussing his life journey.  On Saturday, April 6, 2019 the Historical Society 

will be holding a special event at the library on The Revolutionary War and Westchester.  

We will be taken back in time when Westchester was a war zone and learn on how this area 

was part of our history.  On Sunday, April 7, 2019, the Mount Kisco Volunteer Fire 

Department will celebrate its 63rd Annual Mass and Communion Breakfast as well as 

celebrating Joseph Bronzino’s 70th year of service.  Also don’t forget that Opening Day for 

the Mount Kisco Little League (MKLL) is Saturday, April 13, 2019 with a parade to Leonard 

Park and opening pitch. 

 

Trustee Schleimer added that the unveiling of the Wall of Honor will be after MKLL 

Opening Day festivities.  She continued to say that on Thursday, April 4, 2019 will be the 

reception for the Photography show and it will be a great opportunity to see how people see 

the Village. On Saturday, April 27, 2019 there will be a presentation on Climate Change 

sponsored by the Friends of the Library and on Tuesday, April 30, 2019, the Red Cross is 

holding a blood drive at the Library. 

 

Mayor Picinich wanted to provide information on the State budget.  The budget was 

approved and the Aid and Incentives for Municipalities (AIM) funding has been restored, but 

not by the State, rather the County.  It will somehow come out of the sales tax collected by 

the County.  She has reached out to County Executive Latimer for some clarification as she 

hopes it does not impact our budget or budget projections.  Internet sales tax was also 

approved in the budget.  The State will use some of that money to help the MTA.  The fate 

of Consolidated Local Street and Highway Improvement Program (CHIPS) funding is still up 

in the air.  The permanent tax cap has been approved.  The only change for local 

government is to recognize any increase in PILOT payments which would not be included in 

the gross tax base factor.  There is an additional $500 million for water funding so we will 

apply for some of that funding.  There is also the elimination of the sales tax exemption for 

electricity supply companies (ESCO); we are not sure how this will impact the Village.  The 

major legislation that will impact us is a plastic bag ban that has been implemented that will 

take effect in March 2020.  The county would need to determine if they will institute the five 

cent ($.05) fee which would go to the State’s Environmental Protection Fund and also be 

used to purchase reusable bags for consumers.  She also pointed out that residents do not 

feel that there is the right type of communications when there is an emergency in town, we 

have spoken today about tightening up those protocols to ensure that information is sent 

out in a timely manner.  

 

6) Old Business:  

a. Resolution authorizing a real property tax settlement- 37 Moore Avenue.   

Trustee Grunthal stated that he did speak to the Village Assessor and Village 

Attorney and believes that what we are not allowing for revaluation of this property in the 

future if circumstances change.  He asked that we go back and try to negotiate a higher 

current valuation.  Trustee Grunthal made a motion to table this matter that was seconded 

by Mayor Picinich; all in favor: 
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    Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

7) New Business: 

a. Resolution authorizing Village Manager to sign SPCA contract for 2019. 

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Mayor Picinich to 

authorize the Village Manager to sign the SPCA contract for 2019; all in favor: 

 

 Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

b. Resolution to hold a public hearing on the budget for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 on 

April 15, 2019. 

 A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to schedule a public hearing on the Village Budget for Fiscal Year 2019-2020 for Monday, 

April 15, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.; all in favor: 

 

 Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

c. Resolution to appoint Jacqueline Vedder to the Leonard Park Committee. 

 A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to 

appoint Jacqueline Vedder to the Leonard Park Committee; all in favor: 

 

 Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

d. Resolution to appoint Melissa Moran to the Leonard Park Committee. 

 A motion was made Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

appoint Melissa Moran to the Leonard Park Committee; all in favor: 

 



 

 

Village Board Meeting 4-1-2019 26 

 Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

e. Resolution to appoint Gary Reilly to the Economic Development Committee. 

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Albanese to 

appoint Gary Reilly to the Economic Development Committee; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

 

 

f. Presentation on How Village Property Taxes are calculated.  

 Mayor Picinich stated that she would make this presentation at the next meeting.  

 

g. Leonard Park Wall of Honor Application 

 Trustee Grunthal started by saying that the Wall of Honor is intended for exceptional 

volunteers where residents of the Village can apply to have their plaque on this wall.  There 

are a number of guidelines and requirements that need to be met.  There is language in the 

application to include not only members of the community that have served on any of our 

Boards, but also anyone who has lead a program or made substantial contributions to our 

Village.  

 

 Mr. Richard Gould, Chair of the Leonard Park Committee (LPC), began by saying that 

the technical amendment that the LPC proposed would go just above where Trustee 

Grunthal had mentioned regarding the qualifications to be considered of an individual.  In 

section three in currently states that the proposed honoree must have served on a board, 

council, or other Village government attached organization, and the LPC approved and 

recommends to the Village Board that we add “or a major contribution to a large number of 

Mount Kisco residents” which would then include people who may not have been on a board 

or committee, but have made a major contribution to the citizens of Mount Kisco. 

   

 Mayor Picinich stated that one of the things discussed was the payment of $275.00 

for manufacturing and installing the plaque.  She is hoping that somewhere on the 

application it reflects that if for some reason that amount could not be paid, that it would 

not preclude someone from being considered.  We certainly want to recoup the cost, the 

honoree would not be the one who would pay that amount, but we don’t want to exclude 

anyone based on cost.  



 

 

Village Board Meeting 4-1-2019 27 

 Mr. Gould replied that currently it does not have that language, but that he will bring 

that back to the LPC at their next meeting.   

 

 Trustee Grunthal stated that the cost was to make sure that the people who were 

signing the petition understood that it was a great honor to be put onto this wall.  He did 

not want to see the $275.00 fee taken off the application. 

  

 Trustee Schleimer stated that she felt very strongly that by virtue of the fee, which 

may not be significant to some, may be significant to others, especially our volunteers who 

give their time because they may not necessarily be in the financial position to come up 

with that type of money.  

 

 Deputy Mayor Farber agreed that the compromise would be the best way of going. 

Most organizations that are nominating people, that fee would not be a problem, but in 

those cases that it might be a problem, there should be another way to allow this to 

happen.  

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library and Capital Project Funds 

 

General Fund     $ 188,941.07 

Water Fund     $ 161,005.16 

  Sewer Fund     $   11,148.67 

  Library Fund     $         29.63 

  Capital Fund     $ 467,004.36 

  Trust Fund     $   11,760.22 

 

   TOTAL    $ 829,889.11 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to pay the bills as submitted on March 28, 2019 for February and March of 

2019; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 

 

9) Minutes:  

Regular Meeting March 4, 2019 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal 

to accept the meeting minutes as submitted; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 



 

 

Village Board Meeting 4-1-2019 28 

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: -  

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 10:45 p.m.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

 

/lh 

 

 


